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EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT. | would be found incapable of contending with disci- 
plined troops in the field, or of storming an intrench- 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. ‘ed camp. , My object would be, therefore, so to sta- 

War Department, Nov. 28, 1838. tion the troops, that they should form a centre, 

Sir: I have the honor to submit to you the follow- 2found which the militia may rally, and the com- 
ing report upon the several branches of the public bined forces march to the relief of any point that may 
service confiled to the superintendence of the War be menaced or attacked. The points which appear 

Department. | to me best calculated for such stations as are here 

The provisions of Congress for the increase and |imdicated, are, in the State of New York, on Lake 
organization of the army have been carried into ex | Champlain, whence troops may be moved with faci- 
ecution, as far as the limited time since the passage lity towards the northern or eastern frontier, and to 
of the act, and the circumstances of the country, | peatect the seaboard. In Pennsylvania, at Cartisle, 
would permit. The eighth regiment of Infantry, au- | where exist alrealy good barracks, and from whence 
thorized by law, has been raised, officered, and | ops may be moved rapidly upon any point of the 
equipped the ‘the Reid. ao Habe Tour additional ‘com: coast north of the Chesapeake. In the State of South 
panies of artillery. The staff of the army has been Carolina or Georgia, not far fiom the head waters of 
completed in every department, according to the the Savannah river, a commanding position inmay be 
intentions of Congress, and will form a most effi- occupied, from whence troops might be transported 
cient branch of the service. In execution of the law '9.@"y point between the Chesapeake and Florida, 
of March 2, 1821, which says * That each resiment | with nearly equal expedition. The fourth station I 
of artillery shall consist of one colonel, one lieuten- | WOuld recommend is Jefferson barracks, a central 
ant colonel, one major, one sergeant major, one post as regards the southwestern frontier, Lovisiana, 
quartermaster sergeant, and nine companies, one of 2" all the western States; presenting extensive 
which shall be designated and equipped as light ar- lines of water communication, which greatly facili- 
tillery.” I have caused one company of artillery to tate the movements of troops upon any point of the 
be mounted, and armed with their appropriate arms. | Western division. I hese stations, supplied with a 
It is very desirable that the intentions of this pro- | competent regular force, and, when the occasion re- 
vision of the law, which have been so lone post- res it, augmented by the hardy militia collected 
poned, should be carried into effect without further, from the neighboring States, would be able to con- 
delay ; and I would recommend that this description | tend successfully with any force that could be sent 
of foree, so important in the composition of an army, | *3%st this country 5 whilst small garrisons of ree 
and so’efficient in the field, be increased by separat- | £"!ars, aided by the volunteers and militia of the ma- 
ing two companies from each reginent of artillery, ritime and inlaud frontiers, might occupy the forts 
and forming with them two battalions of light artil- bens defend them until the corps d armee nearest the 
lery, one to be stationed in the western, and the | Point atlacked could march to their relief. In no 
other in the eastern division of the army. other way can an extensive line of frontier, like that 

The only additional increase of the ariny attend- of the United States, be defended by a small army 
ing the arrangement, which is calculated to add very such as ours, To carry this measure into effect, it 
considerably to its effective strength, will be that of will be necessary to ask of Congress an appropria- 
the field officers of the battalions. tion for the purpose of erecting and extending the 

The army has been actively and usefully employ- accominodations for the troops at the points indi- 
ed, as will be seen from the report of the Command- caled, 
ing General, partly on the southwestern and north- The sparse population of the western frontier, and 
ern frontiers, and partly in the Cherokee country. | aumber, character, and proximity of the enemy we 
With a view to render it more efficient, I would re-| have to guard against in that quarter, will require 
commend that the place and manner of quartering | that the garrisons of the several posts shonlé be 
and stationing the troops in time of peace be changed. | stronger than on the maritime or northern and east- 
Scattered in small detachments and distant posta, it/ern frontiers; and it is respectfully recommended 
would be impracticable to unite any part of it in suf-| that the measures proposed by the department for 
ficient strength to make an effective resistance upon | the defence of that frontier the last year should be 
any one point upon either frontier; and equally so/| persisted in. It is to be regretted that those mea- 
to impart to them that discipline and skill in milita-| sures were not sanctioned by Congress at its last ses- 
ry mancuvres which they will have to practice injsion. The law of the 2d July, 1836, is in progress 
time of war, and which will enable them to meet) of execution, and every exertion has been made to 
an enemy in the field on equal terms. The object of| meet the wishes of the framers of it. The survey 
our fortresses is to defend our harbors, 3nd to arrest! of the whole line of road has been made, and part of 
the first progress of an enemy’s arms; and this may |it put under contract. I should not, howe ver, dis- 
be effected by small garrisons of rerular troops, aid-| charge my duty as the officer charged with this 
ed by well-trained militia. Our militia, covered by | branch of the public service, if I refrained from re- 
works and fortifications, have proved themselves, | iterating my opinion, that the plan proposed by that 
from their dexterity in firing, to be superior to the | Jaw would not only be ineflicient, but, if carried ont 
best Furopean troops; but if cannot stand against ito its fullextent, would produce immediite hostiti- 
them in the field, from its want of instruction and | ties with the Indian tribes on that frontier. So con- 
military organization. if, therefore, the army is to dent an Ithat the withdrawal of the garrison from 
remain shut up in fortresses, and militia to be de-| Fort Gibson would be the signal of an outbreak on 
pended upon to march to their relief, in case of in-| the part of the Indians, that I have ventured to sus- 
vasion, we fail to avail ourselves of the advantages pend the execution of that part of the law until aa 
that nay be derived from the different qualities of opportunity could be given to Congress to reconsi- 
these troops. In the present state of the art of war ‘der that order 5 and would respectfully siiggeat that 
no fortress is impregnable, and each in itsturna would the position of the posts, the direction of the lines of 
be forced to yiell, if attacked, unless there was an communication, and all the details relating to the 
army realy to march to its relief; for the militia, defences of the frontiers, should be Jeft to that dee 
although perfectly competent to defend the forts, partment of the Government which is responsible for 
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the peace and defence of the country. I wil! briefly 


recapitulate the plan of defence proposed by me, in 
order to bring it again to the notice of Congress, with 
an expression of my conviction that, if adopted, it 
will prove effectual for the protection of the settle- 


ments on that froutier, and will impose such a res-— 


traint upon the Indians as to keep them quiet and 
peaceable, as well as enable the authorities of the 
United States fully to comply with their treaty sti- 
pulations with those tribes, and protect thein against 
intrusion from the whites. 

I propose that the existing fortresses within the 
Indiau territory should be enlarged and strengthened, 
and others erected at the Hlinois river, aear the 
live of the State of Arkansas; at Table creek, near 
the Missouririver, below the Piatte; and at the up- 


per forks of the Des Moines; these stations tu be con- | 
perpendicular to the lise of 


nected by good roads 
defence, and connecting it with an interior line of 
posts to be established at convenient points, to serve 
as places of refuge for the inhabitants in periods of 
alarm and danger, where they could remain in safe- 
ty until relieved by the regular troops. This, with 
some additional depots of arms at points judiciously 
selected, and a good organization of the neighboring 
militia, would furnish ample secutity and protection 
to the bordering States. The wo:ks of the exterior 
line, especially, should be built of perinanent materi- 
als, and in a manner to insure the h. alth and com- 
fort of the soldier, and to be detended by asmall gar- 
rison. 

In order to maintain these remote posts at the least 
possible expense, as well as to secure permanent 
and seasonable supplies, | would recommend that a 
farm be attached to each of them, to be worked by a 
given number of laborers, under a competent super- 
intendent, with the assistance of the soldiers at seed 
time and harvest, For this purpose it will be neces- 
sary to have the authority of Congress to hire the 
necessary number of laborers, it having been found 
by experience that the constant employment of sol- 


diers in the cultivation of the soil is incompatible | 


with disvipline or the acquisition of military skill 


They may, however, be ima le very useful at particu: | 


Jar seasons of the year, without any detriment to ihe 
service. 
J have seen no reason to change my views as to 


the proper organization of a military or volunteer’ 


force, to serve as auxiliar.es to the system proposed 


for the defence of the maritime and inland trontiers. | 


It would doubtless be desirable to adopt some uni- 


form system of organization, which would render | 
effective the whole militia of the United States; but' 


no plan has yet been suggested that can be carried 


into effect throughout the whole of our extensive | 


country. That which appears to present the great- 
est advantages, and has been frequently pressed upon 
the attention of Congress by my predecessors in of- 
five, appears to me to be only applicable to the thick- 
ly settled portions of cur country ; for if it were‘at- 
tempted to divide the militia into classes in some 
parts of our southern country and our borders, where 
their services are most likely to be required, it would 
be found difficult to assemble a single company of 
the junior class within a space of one hundred miles. 
li is to be feared that the whole militia of the United 
States will be found too unwieldy a body to be suc- 
cesfully organized at once by any plan that can be 
devised; and for some time to come it had better be 
left to the direction of the several States, adupting 
only a uniform armament and uniform dill, until a 
system be introduced on the frontiers, which may 
be gradually extended over the whole country. A 
commencement may be made by enrolling 20,000 
men, taken from among the inhabitants and settlers 
of the frontier, and the country around the perma- 
nent statious in the interior. Six consecutive days 
n the year would be sufficient for their drill, pro- 
vided the commissioned and non-commissioned offi- 


cers be assembled for instruction at the nearest mili- 
tary post for the term of thirty days in the year. 
During the iime the privates and officers are in ser- 
vice, they should receive the pay and rations of sol- 

diers and officers of the army of the same grade res- 
pectively. These forces would not be withdrawn 
irom the States where they are raised, and may he 
called into service by the Governors, upon the re- 
quisition of the President. In this manner would 
be formed a well disciplined body of militia, capable 
of acting a3 an auxiliary force, both to the regulars 
stationed ip the four posts above designated,, and to 
the garrisons stationed in the maritime and frontier 
fortresses, and a system commenced, which, if it 
work well, may gradually be extended so as to em- 
brace the whole tilitia of the United States, 

A considerable portion of the troops bave been 
employed in Florida, under tne indefatigable and 
zealous officer, Gen. Taylor. Engaged in a harrass- 
ing service during the sickly seasun of that unhealthy 
climate, they have displayed a spirit of enduring 

‘courage and perseverance highly creditable to the 
American soldier. The theatre of this war isa coun- 
try of dense forests, swamps, and morasses ; the ene- 
my active, subtle, cruel, aud invisible; and the 
mode -of warfare one of puisuit, by following the 
tract of an unseen foe. It is, in short, a contest de- 

void of ali the incentives which useally repay the 
soldier for the tolls, privations, and dangers to which 
his duty exposes him. But the Government has po 
alternative. The Indians must be expelled from 
Florida, and the army will make any sacrifice thatis 
required to protect the inhabitants uf that Tertitory 
from these ruthless savages, and to maintain antar- 
nished the honor of their arms. During the last 
summer, profiting by the unbealthiness of the season, 
the Indians made several incursions into the settle- 
ments, commitling the most cruel tnurders, and, as is 
usual with them, sparing neither age nor sex. They 

a tacked the light-houses, and murdered the crews of 
the vessels which were unfortunately driven on 
shore and wrecked on that dangerous coast. The 

-necessary proiection due by the Government to the 
commerce of the conutry and tothe ciuzens of Flo- 

rida, demands that the utmost exertions be made to 

‘drive these merciless savages from a country which 
they have so cruelly afflicted. No pains will be 

spared to effect this object; but it does not appear 

that the means hitherto adopted are calculated to do 
so. A vigorvus effort Was made the last year witha 
formidable force of regular troops and mounted vo- 
lunteers. Every scheme was tried that a skilful and 
vigilant commander could devise, and that brave 

‘and active soldiers could execute. The morasses 
were traversed; the forests and swamps penetratetl 

in every direction; the Indians beaten’ whenever 

| they could be overtaken, and many of them forced 
to surrender, who were afterwards sent out of the 
country: but still, as svon as the sickly season set in, 
it was found Lhat some of these savages had eluded 

'the vigilance of our troops, gained their rear, and 

| penetrated into the heart of the settlements, where 
thoir presence was first discovered by the murders 

they committed, and the barbarous cruelties they 

/perpetrated upon the aged and helpless They were 

enabled toeffect their bloody purposes only by the 

junsettied state of the country through which they 

‘passed. When this war first broke out, the Indians 

lestroyed all the frontier settlements, and the inha- 

| bitants beyond them in the interior abandoned their 

/homes, and were either received into the service or 

| Supported at the expense of the Government. A val- 

_uable and fertile portion of the Territory became a 

| wilderness, through which the Indians wandered 

| like wild beasts seeking their prey. Had these peo- 
| ple been compelled to remain ; to picket their houses; 
to arm themselves and form associations for the mu- 
tual protection of their firesides, we should have 
been spared the recital of Indian murders and devas- 
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tations. This is what is now proposed to be done. 
General Taylor has been directed to invite the set- 
tlers to return to their homes; to receive them, 
when there, into the service ; to cause thei to sur- 
round their houses with stout pickets; to organize 
them into battalions for mutual defence ; a part of 
them to be kept under arms while others are em- 
ploved in cultivating their farms. No doubt this ar- 
rangement will aid in protecting the country from 
the inroads of the savages; but the farms which will 
be so occupied will be to» sparse to furm an impene 
trable barrier to the Indians; and it is respectfully 
recommended that a portion of land, selected by the 
officers of Government, should be grantel to such 
settlers as willbind themselves to settle on it, and to 
cultivate and defend it under such regulatious as 
shall be made by the Executive. , 

That portion of the army employed in the very | 
important and delig:te operation of reinoving the 
Cherokees, have acted throughout with the activity | 
and zeal which distinguished this branch of the pub-| 
lic service. The generous aud enligh ened policy | 
evinced in the measures adopted by Congress to-| 
wards that people, during the last session, was ably 
and judiciously carried into effect by the General ap- | 
pointed to conduct their removal, and his orders, 
were executed, both by the regular troops and the | 
volunteers, ia every instance, wih promptness and | 
praiseworthy humanity. The reluctance of the In- | 








| ; ; 
with the whites, an! anxious themselves to be al- 


lowed to march against their countrymen and punish 
them for this wanton and cruel mu:der. 

The Government, on its part, has taken every pre- 
cautionary measure to comply fully with is treaty 
stipulations towards these Endians, and to render their 
new homes comfortable and acceptable to them. As 
s00n asa proper regard for the peace of that portion 
of the country, and the probability of the success!ul 
execution of the measures of Government, would 
admit, a part of the troops were removed to the 
northern frontier, and stationed by the commanding 
General of the army, in a manner to afford protec- 
tion to that part of the country. Lt was hoped that 
the good sense and respect for the laws which cha- 
racteiise the American people, would have rendered 
unnecessary any Coercive inea-ures to restrain them 
from taking part in the disturbances of Lower Cana- 
da, But | regret to say that not only have the citi- 
zens of the United States, living on that frontier, 
aided the feeble effurts of the Canadians, which can 
terminate only in thetr misery and destruction, but 
others bordering on Upper Canada, where no dispo- 
sition to revolt is known to exist, are banded together 
in secret societies for the express purpose of invad- 
ing the province of a friendly power, which, but for 
this unjustifirble interference, would-remain in peace 
and tranguility. The means used are as reprehensi- 
ble as the ead proposed is nefarious ; and it 1s a sub- 


dians to relinquish the land of their birth in the east, | ject of regret with this Department that it has not at 


and remove tutheir new homes in the west, Was en- 
tirely overcome by the judicious conduct of that of- | 
fiver, and they departed with alacrity, under ed 
guidance of their owa chiefs. The arrangements 


its disposal a sufficient number of regular troops ef. 
fectuaily to guard this extensive frontier from all at- 
tempts, on the part of our fellow citizens, tending 
either to disturb the peace of Upper Canada, or to 


for this purpose, made by General Scott, in compli-|suceor the insurgents in the lower proviunce—at- 
ance with his previous instructions, although some-| tempts which can only lead to the discomfiture and 
what costly to the Indians themselves, met the en- | death of the parties immediately engaged in their ex- 
tire approbation of the Department, as it was deemed | ecution, and to the shame and sorrow of those who, 
of the last importance that the Cherokees should-re- | by thonghilessly encouraging these acts, have pro- 


move tothe west voluntarily, and that, on their ar-) 
rival at the place of their ullimate destination, they | 
should recur to the manner in which they had been 

treated with kind and grateful feelings. Humauity, | 
no less than sound policy, dictated this course towards | 
these children of the torest ; andgin carrying out. | 
in this instance, with an unwavering hand, the mea- | 
sures resolved upon by the Government in the hope | 
of preserving the Ladians, and maintaining the peace | 
and tranquility of tae whites, it will always be gra- | 
tifying to recollect that this has been affected, not 
only without violence, but with every proper regard | 
for the feelings and interests of that people. The} 
unprecedented drought, which afflicted that part of | 
the country during the past season, compelled the 
General to postpone the period of depariure of the 
Indians until very lately ; but since they have been 
on their march, the most satisfactory intelligence 
has reached the Department of their progress, and of 
the good order with which, under the direction of 
their own chiefs, the parties are advancing towards 
their permanent homes, 

The peacefui execution of the removal of the Chee 
rokees has been interrupted by the treacherous con- 
duct of a few warriors, who had fled to the moun- 
tains of North Carolina. A small party of Indians, 
while arching under escort to the rendezvous, took 
advantage of the kindness and humanity of our men, 
who had lent their horses to convey their childrea 
more conveniently, and murdered them while walk- 
ing heediessly by their side. The officer only es- 
caped by the speed and activity of his horse, A cle- 
tachment of troops has been sent in pursuit of the 
murderers, and, from the character of the officer 
commanding it, no duubt is entertained that the fu- 
gitive Cherokees will be promptly arrested. This 
cruel and treacherous act is much to be lamented, 
and forms a strong contrast to the orderly conduct 





of the rest of the nation. The General commanding 
there represents the Cherokees as equally indignaut 


duced such fearful consequences. 

In compliance with the expressed wish of Con- 
gress, the northern and northwestern frontiers have 
heen reconnoitered by two able and experieuved of- 
ficers of engineers, aud-the resuit of their observa- 
tions will be laid before Congress as soon as the ree 
port of the proceedings is received, 

It will be seen, from the accompanying report of 
the Chief Engineer, that the delay atiending the ap- 
propriations for the military and civil works under 
the superinteudence of that department until the 
close of the last session of Congress, occasioned the 
temporary suspension of those works during a great 
part of the season for efficient operations. 

By my direction, the board of engineers proceeded 
to examine the works of Fort Delaware. The pur- 
chase of the island on which this important work is 
situated, is again earnestly recommended to the at- 
tention of the Government. 

The operations at Foit Monroe have been coms 
menced according to the intention of Congress, and 
will be prosecuted without interruption antil they 
are completed. Measures have been taken to obtvin 
the title on the land on which this fort is situated, 
and to effect the purchase of the bridge connecting 
it with the mainland, as authorized by Congress, 

In compliance with the recommendation of the 
board of engineers, by whom an examination of Fort 
Calh un was made in September, 1837, the mass of 
materials which had been heaped upon the founda- 
tion to produce a settlement, and afterwards removed, 
is in the course of being replaced. It is proposed 
now to postpone the erection of the superstructure 
until these foundations have attained their final sub- 
sidence, 

The appropriation for Charleston harbor was in- 
tended exclusively for the protection of Sullivan’s 
island, and measures have been taken by the officer 
of engineers, under whose genetal superintendence 
it is, jo apply the funds to that purpose. As soon ag 
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the services of an officer of experience can be made 
available, there will be one stationed permanently 
in this harbor. 

By direction of this Department, several of the 
civil works, formerly under the snperintendence of 
the military, have been transferred to the topographi- 
cal engineers. 

Since the last report, the great task of removing 
the raft in the Red river has been completed. The 
formation of a new raft on the site of the old one, 
has been a serious inconvenience, but it is hoped the 
navigation will be re-opened very soon after the com- 
mencement of the working season ; the boats for 
this purpose have been already despatched to the 
river. The formation of this new obstruction sup- 
ports the views expressed in the last annual report, 
and shows the necessity of keeping a boat con 
stantly at work upon the river for several seasons to 
come. 

The detailed survey of the mouths of the Missis- 
sipp1, referred to in the last report, is now nerrly 
completed, and will be submitted, at an early day, to 
the board of engineers. Their planof amelioration, 
ifsanctioned by the Department, will then be car- 
ried into immediate execution. 

On the Upper Mississippi the water has been su 
high as to prevent all work. 

By the iticrease of the corps of engineers at the 
last session of Congress, the several works of the 
Department will soon be more immediately under 
control of the Government officers ; the change can- 
not, however, take place immediately, as in confor- 
mity with my views, explained in my report of last 
year, an addition of five young officers only has as 
yet been made, and the remaining vacancies it is 
propose:l to fill annually by selections from the high- 
est graduates of the Military Academy. 

The officer of engineers in charge of the Mili- 
tary Academy having applied to be relieved, Major 
Delafield, of the corps, has been ordéred in his place. 

The necessity of horses and instruction in the ca- 
valry exercise, now that the cavalry has become a 
component arm of the service, is evident; and until 
regular provision for the purpose can be made by 
law, it is proposed to replace the artillery detach- 
ment, now there, by one of dragoon privates, which 
would procure for the cadets the use of the horses. | 
would urgently recommend that the instructor of 
artillery and the assistant professor of history, geo- 
graphy and ethics, be placed by law upon the same 
footing as other assistant professors of the Academy. 
The French classes are very much in need of in- 
structors, and none are known in the line of the ar- 
/my qualified for the task. I therefore recommend 
that authority be given to appoint two citizens, with 
moderate salaries for that purpose. 

The large building containing an exercise hall, reci- 
tation rooms, and quarters for unmarried officers, so 
long wanted at the Academy, is finished, and now in 
use, Since the last report the building containing 
the library, chemical laboratory, and philosophical 
and engineering rooms, has been destroyed by fire. 
The appropriation of the last session to replace this 
would have. been applied sooner; but before deter- 
mining on sites for the new building, it is proposed 


to adopt the sugzestions of the board of visiters of | 


1837, viz: to appoint a board of competent engineers 
to determine, in conjunction with the superinten- 
dent, a general plan for the pnblic buildings at the 
academy. Many of the present buildings are entire- 
ly unfit for the purposes to which they are applied, 
and must, eventually, come down ; and the position 
of each new one authorized shonld have reference to 
the system of future constructions. 

While treating this subject, it becomes my duty to 
bring to your notice the dilapidated condition of one 
of the barracks. This building is literally worn out, 
and in so decayed and corrupted a state as seriously 


te endanger the safety and health of the cadets. Its! site number of draughtsmen, the result of whose Ja- 


! 
removal and reconstruction will enter into the plan 
(to be presented by the board for the arrangement of 
ithe public buildings at West Point. The system 
chere suggested, of presenting, before any public 
| works are commenced, a well digested plan for such 
‘enlargements and improvements as the increase of 
|our population and the future wants of the country 
inay require, has been generally adopted and will be 
hereafter persevered in, so that the present construc- 
| tions will all be erected in conformity with, and 
|furtherance of, a general plan. At the same time 
jthe Departinent has acopted regulations to govern 
| the engineer, quartermaster’s and ordnance depart- 
jinents in the construction of the buildings under their 
superintendence, so as to avoid all unnecessary ex- 
|travagancies, and at the same time secure solidity, 
uriformity, and durability. 

For tne more efficient and economical administra- 
|tion of the engineer department, in many respects 
| the most important branch of the military service,| 
| beg leave respectfully to suggest that an inspector of 
fortifications ought to be appointed, with such addi- 
tional rank and emoluments as will insure respect 
‘to the officer of engineers who shall be selected to 
| perform that duty, and defray the additicnal expenses 
|which must necessarily be incurred during the ex- 
|tensive tours of duty he would be called upon to 
j}inake. Experience has proved that this duty can 
‘only be discharged by an officer of this corps, and 

the important nature of the works, on the solidity 
pand durability of which so much of the safety and 
jhonor of the country may depend, requires a vigi- 
lant and frequent inspection of them, during the 
| progress of their construction, and recommends this 
measure to the favorable consideration of the Legis- 
lature. 

The ordnance corps has been increased agreeably 
| fo the provisions of the late law. 
| The operations of that branch of the service have 
i been conducted with intelligence and activity, and 
isome progress has been made in digesting a general 
isystem, by which they will hereafter be regulated. 
| A series of experiments have been ordered, which 

will determine the precise character of the field and 
| heavy artillery, and it is then proposed to arm the 
lartillery regiments, which have hitherto acted as 
infantry, when in the field, with their proper arm. 
| There is not at present a complete train of artillery 
| for a Single one of the four regiments in the sers ice; 
‘and I beg leave to suggest the necessity of an appro- 
| priation for the purpose of furnishing the number of 
pieces required to arm the existing regiments pro- 
perlyv, as well as to furnish batteries for two battal- 
ions of tight artillery: I would respectfully recom- 
mend the establishing of a rocket brigade. These 
projects have lately been brought to great perfection 
in Enrope, and are now regarded as a formidable 
addition to the efficiency of their armies. That of 
the United States, althongh comparatively so smal, 
should not be entirely deficient in any one of the ele- 
ments Which goto make up the power and efficiency 
of the best constituted armies of Europe. With 
\four regiments of artillery, we are nearly without 
field pieces and trains; we are without light artil- 
lery altogether, and we are yet to learn its manaye- 
ment; and we are entirely ignorant of the use of so 
formidable a weapon as the rocket. These deficien- 
| cies in an arm which, in modern warfare, produces 
| the most decisive results, ought to be remedied with- 
out delay. 
| It is obviously of the first importance that the ar- 
| tillery and munitions of war furnished to the troops 
'should be fabricated and prepared on a uniform sys- 
| tem, according to established patterns ; and the first 
step towards this object, is to prepare drawings of 
jall the parts of such a system in the utmost detail. 
| To accomplish this, it is intended to detail for the es- 
pecial duty three competent officers, with the requi- 
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bors, after due revision and approval by the Secreta- 
ry of War, shall be conformed to in the Ordnance 
Department ; the patterns thus established not to be 
changed, without the sanction of the same authority 
by which they were approved. 

An estimate for the small sum required to cover 
the expense incidental to such an arrangement, is 
embraced in the general estimate of this Department 
for the ensuing year. 

I cannot forbear to repeat the recommendations 
made in my last annual report, for the establishment 
of a national foundry and powder manulactory, and 
of small arms west of the Alleghany mountains, up- 
on the plan therein proposed. The armory and manu- 
factory at Harper’s Ferry, which is conducted with 
great ability by its present superintendent, Colonel! 
Lucas, requires considerable alterations and repairs. 
The temporary workshops erected there are aito- 
gether insufficient, and now that the usefulness of 
this establishment is placed beyond doubt, perma- 
nent buildings ought to be sustained, agreeably to 
some well digested plan, both as to their construc- 
tion and position. Permission has been granted by 
the Department to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
Yompany to run their road through the lands be- 
longing to the United States at this place, passing 
along the line of the workshops, from whence the 
Company have the option of choosing either of two 
routes, the one leading along the wall of the canal, 
andthe other by the hill side. The former would 
have been the most advantageous to the United 
States, as the company’s works would have strength 
ened the wall, which is very defective, and requires 
such extensive repairs that it will probably be ne- 
cessary to rebuiid it altogether; but the difference 
of expense to the company was represented by the 
estimates of the cost of both routes to be so great, 
upwards of $50,000, that the river route could not be 
insisted upon without the United States paying a part 
orthe whole of it. The Department had no autho- 
rity to make such an arrangement without the pre- 
vious consent of Congress, and therefore granted the 
option to the company. It is understood, however, 
by the parties to the contract, that upon Congress 
desiring that the river line should be adopted, it may 
be done on Government agreeing to pay the diller- 
ence of expense between the two routes. 

Reflection and experience confirm the view taken 
in the last annnal report from this Department, on 
the policy of selling th» mineral lands belouging to 
the United States. Their retention in the hands of 
the Government presents an insuperable objection to 
the exploration of the mines, and impedes the natu- 
ral progress of that portion of the country. 

The corps of topographical engineers has been In 
creased, agreeably to the act of the last session, 
with the exception of the oflicers whose nominations 
were not acted npon by the Senate, and whose pla- 
ces could not, therefore, be supplied. With few ex- 
ceptions, the civil works under the charge of the 
military engineers have been transferred to this 
corps, and a system has been adopted which, when 
fully carried into effect, cannot fail to produce the 
most salutary results. The several portions of the 
country where these works are being carried on, are 
divided into districts of limited extent, and officers 
are permanently assigned to them; by this method 
time is saved, and much useless expense avoided, as 
well as better infurmation acquired. Over these limit- 
ed commands a system of supervision and inspector- 
shipis exercised by the older officers, by means of 
which their superior knowledge and experience are 
brought in aid of all the plaus, estimates, and con- 
structions. 

The officers of the corps who are employed in the 
superintendence of works carried on by corporations 
and States, of which there are but four, are gradu- 
ally being withdrawn according to the provisions of 
the law regulating the establishment of the army, 
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and they will all be placed on national works as soon 
as jtcan be done withont injury to those they are 
how conducting 

The duties enjoined upon the Department by re 
solutions of Congress, ordering certain surveys, have 
not been performed for want of means to defray the 
necessary expenses. These are paid invariably from 
special appropriations applicable to each object, or 
cut of the usual annual appropriation of thirty thou- 
sand dollars for military surveys, which was withheld 
this year. Owing to this cause the following surveys 
have been omitted: That of the Tennessee river 
from its mouth to the highest point of steamboat na- 
vigation ; of Elizabeth river, from the outlet of the 
Dismal Swamp canal to Seawell’s Point ; of Anna- 
polis harbor; that from the harbor of Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, to Charleston, South Carolina, in reference 
to inland steamboat navigation. Partial appropria- 
tions were made for a survey of the Des Moines and 
lowa rivers, and it is intended to commence the 
work early in the spring. These appropriations are, 
however, quite inadequate, and I would respectfully 
suggest that they be, in all such cases, based upon 
estimates furnished by this Department. Great de- 
lay and expense would be avoided by this procedure, 
for it not unfrequently happens that this appropria- 
tion is exhausted, just as the men and materials are 
collected on_the spot to proceed to work, and the 
former have to be discharged for want of funds to 
continue them in the service. 

It is dee:ned very important that the annual ap- 
propriation for military surveys should be made. 
Weare still lamentably ignorant of the geography 
and resources of our country 3; and it is essential to 
its defence, as well as to its improvement, that the 
boundaries, the course of the rivers, the size and form 
and obstacles to navigation of the lakes, and the di- 
rection and height of the mountains, should be ac- 
curately determined and delineated. Much has been 
done during the last two years towards the attain- 
ment of this important branch of knowledge; at 
least one hundred points of latitude, and eighty of 
longitude, have been accurately established, and 
the whole country west of the Mississippi, and north 
of the Missouri, has been surveyed and delineated, 
The military reconnoissances made in Florida have 
enabled the Department to present a tolerably ac- 
curate map of the interior of that Territory, which 
has been engraved by order of Congress, An ac- 
curate map Was made of the country lately occupied 
by the Cherokees, when it was supposed that it might 
become the theatre of military operations ; and there 
exists in the Topographical Bureau all the materials 
collected by its officers in the military and other sur- 
veys ordered by Congress. I earnestly recommend, 
therefore, that the ustial annual appropriations forthe 
inilitary and other surveys be continued, in order 
that these useful operations may be proceeded with, 
and especially that complete hydrographical surveys 
may be made of the lakes. 

The singular and important discrepancies which 
have been brought to my notice in existing charts of 
Delaware bay, would seem to call for immediate at- 
tention to that important estuary. Its survey may 
be considered as belonging to the survey ofthe coast, 
now being made under Mr. Hassler. But tt would 
probably facilitate bis operations, and the sooner give 
to commerce the advantages of a correct chart of 
this bay, if it were immediately attended to under 
a special appropriation. There being an officer of 
the corps of topographical engineers already on duty 
in that quarter, with a proper understanding between 
the Topographical Bureau and Mr. Hassler, the 
work might be done the earlier under the former, 
and with all requisite connection with the great and 
highly interesting operations of the latter. 

Il would recommend, likewise, that a survey be 
made of the country between the Neenah, or Fox, 
and the Wisconsin rivers, with a view of establish- 
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ing a water communication from Lake Michigan to 
the Mississippi river, which would be in the highest 
deyree important to this Department in time of war, 
and useful for the transportation of supplies in time ol 
peace, 

The report of the Surgeon General shows the ex- 
tent of usefulness and the great efficiency of the de- 
partment under his immediate superintendence. The 
severe examination to which applicants for admis- 
sion to the medical staff of the army are subjected, 
has secured the services of men of a high order of 
talents and attainments, while the method introduced 
into the administration of its operations, has produced 
great economy as. well as activity and fidelity in the 
discharge of the duties of this branch of the service. 
The great extent to which these duties have lately 
been enlarged by the increase of the army and its 
operations in the field; the employment of militia, 
and the augmertation of the number of permanent 
posts, renders it necessary that an additional clerk 
should be employed in the office of the Surgeon 
General, in order to aid in the settlement of its ac- 
counts; and I respectfully recommend that the addi- 
tion be made. 

The Quartermaster’s Department, and that of the 
Commissary of Subsistence, have been increased 
agreeably tu the act of Congress, and the duties of 
both these branches of the public service have been 
discharged with intelligence and activity. 

The duties of the Paymaster’s Department have 
been discharged with singular fidelity, aud, in justice 
to the officers engaged in their performance, I beg 
leave to suggest the propriety and usefulnesss of cre- 
ating an intervening grade between the Paymaster 
General and the Paymasters: that of Assistant Pay- 
master General, with the pay and emoluments of a 
lieutenant colonel. The good of this valuable branch 
of the public service would be much promoted by 
such a measure. A provision was Struck out of the bill 
for the increase and organization of the army, for 
giving a sinall per centage on disbursements to offi- 





cers engaged in paying the militia. The peculiar | 
and embarrassing nature of this service, which occa- | 
sions unavoidable losses, woul seem to render such 
a provisiun just and proper. 

It wi!l be seen by the report of the Commissioner 
of Pensions, that the number of persons on the pen- 
sion rolls amount to forty-one thousand eight hun- 
dred and seventy; that there have been fourteen 
hundred and sixty-one deaths during the year ending 
the 30th September last, and the addition to the 
pension rolls in the same year, has been two thou- 
sand three hundred and fifty-four. 
tke list of widows’ pensions will increase the expen- 
diture about $1,372,000; and, to meet payments 
now due, the sum of $245,000 will be immediately 
required, as no appropiation has yet been made for 
paving the pensions granted by the act of July 7, 
1838. Arrears ase, therefore, due all such pension- 
ers as have been entered on the rolls under this act 
These arrears will be due on the 3Ist of December 
next, and justice to the claimants requires that an 
early appropriation should be made for their pay- 
meant. 

I respectfully recommend that the early attention 
of Congress should be called to the compensation to 
be granted to pension agents for discharging the du- 
ties of their office. The performance of these duties | 
ig attended with labor and expense and very consid- | 
erable responsibility, and it is unjust to exact it from 
any one without remuneration. The agents have 
been induced to continue to pay the pensioners in the 
expectation that an act would be passed for their re- 
lief. If this is not done, this department will find it 
utterly impracticable any longer to execute the pen- 
sion laws. 

Connected with this subject is the inconvenience 
which has been experienced in carrying into effect 








the provisions of the law passed at the last session, 


providing that the amounts of pensions unclaimed 
for a certain period after becoming due and payable, 
Shall be paid only at the Treasury. The operation 
of this law has proved very harrassing to the ac- 
counting officers charged with the duty it enjoins, 
and very inconvenient to the pensioners. ‘The peri- 
od of eight months fixed by it for the unclaimed pen- 
sion funds to be returned to the Treasury, and to be 
claimed here and drawn out through the Pension 
Office and that of the Third Auditor, is too short. 
Sinall pensioners living ata distance from the agency 
were in the habit of going there not oftener than 
once a year, whereas they are now obliged to go 
there more frequently to their great inconvenience, 
or to employ an agent to receive their pensions 
either at the nearest agency or at Washington. The 
great burden thrown upon the office of the Third 
Auditor. by that law, will be better understood by the 
letter of that officer herewith submitted. 

I beg leave to call yourattention to the subject of 
frauds and impositions practised both upon the Go- 
vernment and the ignorant and unwary pensioaers, 
whereby the benevolent intentions of Congress to- 
wards the veterans of the revolution and the sufferers 
of the late war, are frustrated by unprincipled and de- 
signing men. ‘The law passed July 7, 1838, will oc- 
casion an expense of about a milllon and a half 
of dollars in the year 1839, and it is to be feared that 
not more than oge half of that sum will reach the ob- 
jects whose distresses it was intended to relieve ; 
the rest will, too probably, be swallowed up by usu- 
rious agents, Or wrested from the department by 
fraudulent applications. These practices ought tobe 
checked by a law imposing a severe penalty upon 
persons who are found guilty. 

Independently of the removal of the Cherokees, the 
operations of the Indian Department within the last 
year have been extensive andimportant. The entire 
Creek nation, with the exception of a small number 
of fugitives ainong the Cherokees and Setinoles, has 
emigrated and forined permanent settlements beyond 
the Missouri river. Of the Chickasaws, not more 
than two hundred remain east of the Mississippi. It 
is estimated that about three thousand Choctaws still 
live in their old country, and they will probably con- 
tinue there until the titles set up by them to reserves 
under the treaty of 1830, are satisfactorily adjusted. 
By the interposition of the authorities of the State of 
Indiana, nearly all the Pottawatamies residing within 
its limits have recently been removed. The emigra- 
tion of the Ottawas, Chippewas and Pottawattamies 


in Illinois, bas progressed slowly ; nearly fifteen 
The addition to | 


hundred yet remain there. A small band of Appa- 
lachicolas has been removed. About 400 Seminoles 
emigrated in 1836, and filteen hundred in 1837 and 
1838; the military movements for the removal of the 
residue still continue to be vigorously prosecuted, as 
has already been explained. At the close of the pre- 
sent season, there will be, in the States and Territo- 
ries, about twenty two thousand Indians, who, it is 
desirable, should be removed as eatly as practicable 
to the west. . They are the New York Indians, the 
‘ yandots in Ohio; the Miaiis in Indiana; the Ot- 
tawas, Chippewas, and Pottawatamies, in Illinois ; 
the Winnebegoes and Menomunies in Wisconsin ; the 
Ottawas and Chippewas in Michigan ; and the Semi- 
noles in Florida. In compliance with the resolution 
of the Senate, condi'ionally ratifying the treaty with 
the New York Indians, that instrument and the 
amendments to it have been submitted to them for 
their assent, and that of all the bands except the 
Senecas has been obtained; and it is believed that 
these will not withhold their assent eventually. 
There is reason to believe that a treaty of cession and 
removal may soon be effected with the Miainies, 
which will relieve the State of Indiana from the in- 
cumbrance of its Indian population. An explorin 
party of Winnebagoes has been authorised to visi 
the region beyond the Missouri, and but little doub 
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is entertained that they will there fin? a tract o! 
country suited to their habits and wants. Similar par- 
ties of Ottawas and Chippewas, and of the Chippe 
was of Saginaw. have examined the same section 0: 
country, and found locations with which they believe 
their people will be satisfied. There are conflicting 
parties ainong the Wyandots, which render the com 
pl-tion of any thing more than anarrangement for par- 
tial removal improbable at present. The information 
received from the Menominies holds out the prospect 
that a treaty might be made with them for the relin- 
quishment of their possessions in Wisconsin, should 
Co:gress authorise the measure. 

Commissioners have been appointed to examine 
claims, for the payment of which provision was made 
in the treaties with the Miamies, the Chippewas, tlie 
Sioux, the Sacs and Foxes, and the Winnebagoes, 
ratified at the last session, and instructions issued for 
the execution of other stipulations in them. The 
commissioners intrusted with the duties of carrying 
into effect the treaty with the Cherokees of 1335, 
have steadily pursued their labors, It is supposed 
that all the claims, except those for reservations, 
have been investigated. More than one million of 
dollars have been paid to them and their creditors 
in the ceded country, and upwards of one million 
have been remitted to be paid to them on their ar- 
rival west, on aceount of claims allowed in their 
favor. Tn conformity with the treaty, a patent has 
been issued, and will be shortly transmitted to them, 
for the thirteen million six hundred thousand acres 
set apart for them, and they will have individual and 
national wealth suificient to insure their prosperity. 
The commissioners who were selected to exainine 
claims to reserves under the fourteenth article of the 
treaty with the Choctaws of 1830, had made consid- 
erable progress, when their appointments were ter- 
minated by the expiration of the law on the first of 
Avgust last, The final adjustment of these claims is 
important to the inhabitants of the State of Mis-issip- 
pi, and to the Indians who remain among them ; to 
the forn-r asa measure essential to the settlement of 
land titles, and to the latter as conducive to their re- 
moval and union with their countryinen, who are 
making rapid advances in wealth and improvement. 
It is, therefore, respectfully recommended that the 
commission be renewed at an early day. The stipu 
lations in the treaty with the Chickasaws, which 
were to be executed east of the Mississippi, have 
been iearly fulfilled. About two hundred reserves 
are yet to be located, and, of those located, about two 
hundred to be sold. It is estimated that the proceeds 
of future sales will be sufficient to pay their deb‘s. 
and to defray the expenses of their removal and sab 
sistence. They wiilthen have a national fund of two 
millions of dollars, yielding them an annual income 
of one hundred thousand dollars, a sum adequate to 
all their possible wants. 

Of the emigrated tribes, all the accounts that have 
been received are encouraging. The recently emi- 
grated Creeks have formed agricultural and trading 
establishments, and found, in the comfort around 
them, and the prospect of individual wealth before 
them, the strongest inducements to cultivate friend- 
ly relations with their brethren, with other tribes, and 
with the United States. The council convened by 
the Cherokees had no object unfriendly to our peo- 
ple or Government. This belief orizinated from a 
micanprehension of the condition and temper of these 
Indians. It is not probable that those who emigrated 
many years since, and from whom the call of the 
council proceeded, would jeopard their whole pro- 
perty, the farms, the stock, and merchandise they 
possess, and the large annuities they receive from 
the United States, for the gratification of commencing 
a war which they could not be ignorant must termi- 
nate in their utter destruction. It appears that the 
Cherokees hold an annual council for the purpose of 
legislation, and that, in order to revive an ancient 


——— 
issociation of the tribes, formed for the preservation 
sf peace among themselves, they invited, in.1837, the 
Creeks, Senecas, and others, to meet them, and. in 
1838 renewed their invitations, and extended them 
‘0 more distant nations. They applied, in some 
instances, tothe United States officers to write let- 
ters of invitation, and their request was complied 
with ; and where the wampum was sent, that symbol 
contained no red beads or other warlike tokens. 
Notwithstanding, however, the peaceful appearances 
which characterised these prelitninaries, some of the 
more northern tribes suspected the object of the 
council to be hostile to the whites, and refused to at- 
tend; and the sa:ne opinion might naturally have been 
entertained by officers of Government at more dis- 
tant posts, but it would have been imprudent to have 
acted upon such suspicions. To preserve our influ- 
ence over the Indians we must abstain from all un- 
necessary interference in their local affairs. To dis- 
turb their councils, or to attempt to overawe their 
proceedings by an armed force, might create un- 
friendly feelings and tend to produce the very evil 
the Government is so anxious to avoid. Nor could 
such an interposition bave led to the discovery of the 
designs of the council. If the views of that body 
had been hostile, and the occasion of the representa- 
tives of so many tribes being assembled had been a 
fitting one to consult on warlike measures, those con- 
sultations Would have been secret, and the presence 
of our troops would only have led them to conceal 
their designs still more deeply. 

Since the event the Department has again been 
called upon by the commanding general of the west- 
ern division of the army to furnish additional troops 
to guard the southwestern frontier from apprehended 
attacks from the Indians inhabiting Texas, circum- 
s'ances having led to the belief that thes» Indians had 
been excited by the Mexican authorities to attack the 
Texans. This call increased the vigilance of the 
Department, and inqnities were instituted which did 
not elicit any infomation that_ would have justified 
ine in recommending such a draught of militia as was 
proposed to aid the regular force on that frontier 
The Indians within theterritory of the United States 
have been warned that they will not be permitted to 
take part in any contest between Mexico and Texas, 
or to pass into the territory of the latter with hostile 
intent: and that the armonnt of their annuities will be 
stopped if they disobey this order, without prejudice 
to other measures Which will be taken to enloice its 
observance. 

Upon the first receipt of the intelligence of the 
appearance of the st pox ainong the tribes on the 
Missouri river, supplies of money and of vaccine 
matter were liberally furnished, the employment of 
physicians was authorised, and instructious given 
for the immediate and thorough vaccination of the 
Indians. The reports, thus far, do not show satis- 
factorily to whaf extent this duty has been performed, 

The subject of our Iadian affairs, confessedly the 
most difficult and complicated under the supervision 
of the Department, being the last year entirely new 
to me, I forbore to suggest any change in their mane 
agement; but subsequent experience and reflection 
have convineed me that the present system is defect- 
ive, and that the evils which spring from it will not 
be remedied by the measures heretofore recommend. 
ed, nor ty the bill which, at the last session of Con- 
vress, received the sanction of one branch of the 
Legislature. It is unnecessary, however, to discuss 
the defects or merits of this bill, because the pre- 
liminary condition of its being carried into execu- 
tion—the previous consent of the tribes—cannot be 
complied with. The Choctaws and Cherokees have 
expressed their unwillingness to enufer into the con- 
federation, or to adopt the form of government the 
bill proposes. Ifeven the most insignificant chan- 
ges in the settled forms of goverment require to be 











considered with great care, how much more cautious 
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ought we to be in any attempt to introduce those 
forms among a people who have hitherto lived with 
scarcely any knowledge of them. I would recom- 
mend, as the first step, that the tribes should be en- 
couraged to adopt a system of self-government adapt- 
ed to their wants and condition, with which there 
should be as little interference on our part as possi- 
ble; and that their chiefs be invited to attend an an 

~Mual council, at which the agents of Government 
and the commanding officer of the nearest station 
should be present. In this manner the Government 
would exercise a salutary influence over them, be- 
come acquainted with their wants, and heal their dif- 
ferences with each other. It appears to me, likewise, 
that the Indian agents should not be attached to any 
one tribe, as experience proves that they become so 
identihed with those peculiar interests which are con- 
fided to their care, that they imbibe their prejudices 
and espouse their quarrels. It ought to be in the pow- 
er of Government to change their residence from 
time to time, and by assembling them once a year in 
general council with the chiefs of all the tribes, they 
will understand and seek to promote the general in- 
terests of the red men. 


I would recommend that the system hitherto pur- 
sued for the education of the Indians, by which 
alone their civilization can be effected, be changed. 
At present the Indian youth receives an education 
which is altogether useless to him when he returns to 
his home in the western wilds. He can read, write, 
and cypher, and in his native village there are no 
books to read, no writings required, and none but the 
most simple accounts kept; such as are reckoned on 
the fingers and notched on a stick. He has acquired 
no knowledge which can be usefully applied for his 
own benefit or for that of his people ; and he has for- 
gotten how to trap and hant. As a matter of curse, 
then, he and his acquisitions, are despised, and the 
half educated savage too often becomes a profiigate 
and drunken vagabond. The remedy for this evil ap- 
pears to me to be the introduction of mannal labor 
schools, where the Indian, at the same time he re- 
ceives the rudiments of education and is taught the 
Christian faith, will acquire some knowledge of 
farming and of the useful arts, which will secure to 
him the admiration and gratitude of his countrymen 
on his return among them, and enable him not only 
to render them the most essential services, but to 
teach them by his example the vast advantages to be 
derived from knowledge, and induce them to become 
a civilized community. 


The important interests involved in the proper ad- 
ministration of Indian affairs, and the great distance 
of the theatre of their management from the super- 
visory power at Washington, require, in my opinion, 

_ that there should be attached to the office of the com- 
missioner an inspector charged to visit from time to 
‘time the stations of the disbursing officers and Indian 
agents ; inspect their books, examine into their pro- 
ceedings, view the condition of the different tribes, 
and furnish such a report as will enable the department 
to correct abuses, to understand and provide for the 
wants of the Indians, and, generally, to extend over 
the whole matter a more complete supervision than 
has heretofore been found practicable. By such means, 
in conjunction with a more liberal policy towards the 
interpreters, who exercise great influence over the In- 
dians ; by a proper attention to the chiefs, through 
whom alone the people can be approached, and who 
ought, by every fair means, tu be conciliated and at- 


tached to the United States; and by the co-operation of 


the traders, whom I have always found ready to lend 

their aid to the Government, reasonable hopes may 

be entertained of extending the blessings and advanta- 

ges of Christianity and civilization to the Indian race. 
All of whicn is respectfully submitted. 


J. R. POINSETT. 
To the Parsipenr or THe UniTEp STATES. 








——— 


WASHINGTON CITY ; 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1838. 








Tuk On1I0 AND HER ACCOMMODATIONS AGAIN, 
—The publication from the New York Courier, in- 
serted in our Jast number, it will be seen, has drawn 
forth a writer in defence of the arrangements made 
by the Navy Department. 

We had imbibed an impression, and so probably had 
most editors, froma perusal of the ** Comments ” up~ 
on the correspondence, that the allowance of a whole 
cabin to the commander of the squadron, and the per- 
mission to take his family to sea with him, necessarily 
excluded the captain of the ship from a perticipation 
with him, and compelled the latter to take the cabin to 
which he was entitled on a lower deck—thus driving 
the ward-room (or gun-room, asthey are sometimes 
called,) officers to a still lower deck, contrary to the 
hitherto uniform practice of the service. 

Upon a more careful perusal of the correspondence, 
we find that the complaint of the officers of the Ohio 
is, not that their appropriate cabin is taken from 
them and given to the captain of the ship, but that 
they are compelled to mess on one deck, and berth 
(or sleep) on another from which daylight is en- 
tirely excluded, instead of messing and sleeping on 
the same deck (the lower-gun deck) as has always 
been the custom. Of the policy of this measure we 
are not sufficiently versed in nautical affairs to judge; 
but according to the notions of a landsman, there 
does not seem to be a necessity for this deviation 
from custom. On this point, however, there is adif- 
ference of opinion, and a contrariety of statement— 
one side asserting that it is a deviation from general 
custom, and the other alleging that it is only an ex- 
tension of a practice some time in '-e. 

A correspondent of the Baltimore Chronicle, whose 
communication in that paper of Monday last we shall 
insert next week, and who appears to be a personal 
friend of Commodore Hut, informs us that “ this 
benefactor to our common country left its shores 


with a heart egonized at every pore, by this harsh- 


ness of editorial and anonymous strictures.” In all 
the remarks we have read and heard, we have not 
perceived that any censure was intended to be cast 
on Commodore H. either for the arrangements of the 
accommodations, or the permission to take his fami- 
ly; and if pain bas been caused to him or them, it 
will be a source of sincere regret to all. 





CaNnapA.—The patriots, foiled in one quarter, 
have rallied in another, but have not been much 
more fortunate at one extreme of our frontier than 
at the other. Advices from Detroit mention that 
about 250 men crossed over to Windsor and had a 
battle with a body of regulars and militia. These 
occasional inroads upon a neighboring territory, 
serve to keep the frontier in a continued state of ex- 
cifement and alarm. We perceive no symptons ofa 
hearty co-operation on the part of the Canadians 
themselves. Either awed by the presence of a large 
military force, or contented with their lot, they al- 
low strangers to fight their battles; and, as was the 
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case at Prescott, welcome them to their own shore 
with powder and lead, instead of a fraternal embrace. 

We have received a letter from an officer of the 
army, stationed near the river St. Lawrence, ex- 
pressing a decided opinion that it will be impossible 
to preserve our neutrality without a strong military 
force, Or a more energetic execution of the laws by 
the civil officers of the Government. We have eve- 
ry confidence in the sincerity of our correspondent’s 
opinions, and do not believe that he would lend his 
aid to spread alarm without sufficient cause. 


Fort Covineron, N. Y., 
Dec. 10th, 1838. 


This immediate frontier is, at present, quiet ; but 
that a different state of things is brewing I am fully 
persuaded. Several leaders of the late Canadian re- 
bellion have located themselves at different places 
along, and adjacent to, the frontier. At this particu- 
Jar place Wolford Nelson is daily expected. How- 
ever innocent these arrangements may be, yet, 
taken in connexion with recent circumstances, they 
certainly assume a suspicious character, and are 
hostile to our neutrality, for the preservation of 
which the act lately passed by Congress is now pro- 
nounced by many of our citizens on this frontier 
as unconstitutional and consequently of no force. 
Threats are openly made, indeed incipient steps taken, 
to organize volunteer associations to resist by force 
the execution of that act. 

There are casee in which, if civil officers do not 
take an active part, at least they do not hesitate 
openly to. advocate that heretical doctrine; and se- 
cretly, it is believed, prompt and advocate the ex- 
ectition of the the foul ends ithas in view. 

Thus, whilst foreign war threatens us on the one 
hand, domestic turmoil elevates its frightful front on 
the other; and if our country is to be guarded and 
protected from either the one or the other, or both, 
the arm of the law must be greatly strengthened, and 
executed by agents much more faithful than many of 
those to whom it is now entrusted. 

The recent disastrous result of the Canadian diffi- 
culties, and the ruthless and savage course, so dis- 
graceful to the age! pursued by the British authori- 
ties to punish its guilty subjects, by plundering the 
innocent, and firing the roof over the head of the 
defenceless female and helpless child, and driving 
both into the fields and woods to die of starvation, or 
perish through the inclemency of the season, have, 
in the first instance, excited such an extensive feel- 
ing of dissatisfaction, and, in the second, aroused in 
the breast of the virtuous and generous sentiments so 
indignant, that what was but recently a question of 
rebellion between the Canadian British subjects and 
their Government is rapidly assuming the character 
of a hostile issue between a portion of the American 
public and the Government of Great Britain. The 
former seem ambitious of nothing so much as an op 
portunity to measure the prowess of their youthful 
country with that proud power. 

If, then, the contest is to come, and verily do I 
believe it must, in God’s name let us be prepared, if 








not to maintain in good faith a dignified neutrality, 
at least to prosecute successfully an honorable and 
glorious war. A. 5S. 


ft- We have also received a letter from another 
correspondent, dated Claytonville, French creek, 
N. Y., Dec. 10th, but at too late an hour for inser- 
tion in this number. We observe, however, that a 
letter of similar import is published in the Baltimore 
Chronicle of the 18th. 





The U.S. schooner Experiment, lately employed 
on the survey of the coast, and the steamboat Engi- 
neer, belonging to the War Department, but tempo- 
rarily transferred to the Navy Department for that 
purpose, are to be employed on the survey of south- 
ern harbors, under the command and superintend- 
ence of Lieut. James Guynn. The Experiment is 
at New York ready for sea, and the Engineer is un- 
der preparation at Norfolk. For the names of offi- 
cers ordered to assist Lieut. GLYNN, see Navy head. 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 
Dec. 13—Col. J. G. Totten, Engr. Corpg, Gadsby’s. 
Capt. E. K. Smith, 5th Infy. Fuller’s 
17—Lieut. J. T. Sprague, 8th Infy. do. 
18—Major J. Erving, 4th Arty. Mrs. Latimer’s, 





LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
W asuincoron, Dee. 15, 1838. 


Army—Major R. A. Forsyth, Lt. M.S. Howe, 2, Lt, 
A. T. Lee, Lt. T. B. Linnard, 2, Lt. J. B. Magruder, 

t. A. Montgomery, Major Al. Mackay, Col. George 
Talcott, Lt. 8S. B. Thornton, Captain C. A. Waite. 

Navy —W. Belt, Lt. R. B. Cunningham, Purser Et- 
ting, Lt. A. G. Gordon, Lt. T. J. Page, Lt. S. C. Row- 
an, Lt. T. D. Shaw, Purser T. M. Taylor, Lt. C. C. 
—s Passed Mid. W. B. Whiting, Dudley Wal- 

er, 3. 

Marine Corps—Lt. A. H. Gillespie. 

PuiLaAvDELeHIA, December 15, 1838. 

Anmy—Lt. A. P. Allen. 

Navv—Com. J. Barron, Thos. J. Boyd, Rev. W. Col- 
ton, 2, Lt. J. Glynn, Lt. Hoff, Lt. J. L. Lardner, Mid. 
A. Murray, Mid. J. D. Todd, 2. 


PASSENGERS. 

New York, Dec. 16, per ship Louisville, for New Or- 
leans, Lt. Beauregard, of the Engineer Corps. 

Cuarteston, Dec. 12, per steam packet South Caro- 
lina, from Baltimere, Captain P. Gatewood, of the Re- 
venue Cutter service, and ~¢ % Per steam packet W, 
Seabrook, from Savannah, R. E. Hooe, of the navy. 

Mosits, Nov. 30, per steamboat Champion, from Pen- 
sacola, Lieut. J. S. Nicholas, of the navy, and Major H. 
Wilson, of the army. 

Savannan, Dec. 4, per steamboat Isis, from Black 
creek, Lieut. J. T.. Metcalfe, of the army. 








Gen. Scorr arrived at Cleveland (Ohio) on the 
5th inst. It was supposed that on leavicg Cleveland 
he would repair to Detroit. ; 

On the 5th, a company of U.S. troops arrived at 
Cleveland frum Buffalo. 

Arms TAKEN.—On Monday Major Payne, witha 
company of U.S. soldiers, made a descent on the 
Patriot camp in the swamp near the river Rouge, and 
took from them 13 boxes of tnuskets, 1 box of spears, 
ammunition, &c,. 4 

We understand that besides their misfortune in the 
loss of arms, they met with another reverse in the 
loss of their purse, It is said that one of their lead- 
ing officers from another State, instead of leading his 
men to Canada, has pocketed their funds, and taken 
his track home.— Toledo Blade, Dec. 6. 
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For Remarks, accompanying the Journal, see next page. 
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REMARKS. 

November 2—9h 15’ A.M a lunar halo obscured by 
clouds in a few moments. Nov. 5—Commenced blowing 
hard from the W.N.W. at 40 P.M. in squalls. Nov. 7— 
at 3h. 15’ A.M. an imperfect balo was formed around 
the moon, which continued for 10’ and disappeared; at 
4h. 40’ A M. the halo was again formed with a verti- 
cal semi-diameter of 21° 50! 45", which continued du- 
ring the culmination, and for 2U’' after; these halos were 
at no time very distinct, excepting in their lower cir- 
cles, which were well defined thoughout. 

Nov. 8—At 12 30 wind shifted suddenly to the N. W. 
with thunder, lightning, and heavy rain; continucd 
squally till 10h. P.M. 

Nov. 13—From noon till 4 P. M. cloudy with fre- 
quent light southerly showers. For half an hour before 
sunset the western sky brightened, and the setting was 
clear; the eastern sky, however, still covered with 
clouds; at 7 P.M. the clouds were evidently passing off 
with a light air from the north; and at 19, except around 
the horizon, the heavens were perfectly clear; indeed 
there was presented till near 1} an unusually luminous 
appearance ; till this time there were no indications 
whatever of a return of the meteors. 

In the following table are given the most remarka- 
ble, which were seen between this time and 4 A. M., 
torether with such observations as could be made. 
Those which were too faint to be thus defined, are 
given in the notes which follow. 
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From Oh. 35’ tolh there were counted four to the 
south of Orionis, and five crossing Cassiopica, all faint 
and of momentary duration. 

Ia the ten miantes following there were four others ob- 
served in the constellation Cancer, and tadiating from 
near Presepe. At 1h. 17’. the heavens almost entirely 
eovere! by clonds ant mist; th. 5 clearing away to 
the South. A bright meteor radiating from near a Canis 
Minoris disappeared behind a cloud covering a Canis 
Majoris, and re-appeared when a short distance be- 
yond it. 

2h. 09' the heavens again obscured. 2h. 10’ counted 
eight in vaiious constellations. 3h. 00'; to this time 
four others have been seen, all faint, and passing across 
Orionis. Clouds and mist again obscure the heavens. 





ou 


3h 15/--Stars of the first magnitude only near the ze- 
nith visible. 

3h. 145'—Somewhat clear. Whenever a break in the 
clouds occurred there were seen occasional flashes of 
light refleeted on their edges, and somewhat resem- 
bling faint lightning. Could distinguish but three to this 
time, 

4h. 00’—again thick and so continued till daylight. 

From the foregoing it is concluded that had the 
weather been favorable the number of meteors seen 
would probably have been as great as at any periodical 
return since the memorable fall of 1833; and that their 
origin isevidently beyond the region of the clouds. 

Nov. 16, the wind shifted to the northward and west- 
ward strong. 

Nov. 18, at half past eight, A M., commenced hailing 
and continued to do so until half past nine, when it 
changed to snow. Snowed for half an hour, and thea 
changed to rain. 

Nov. 23, at 6h. 45’ P.M., a lunar halo, which con- 
tinued until 9 P.M., the lower limb very indistinct. 

Nov. 25--Commenced snowing at 9 A.M., and con- 
tinued to snow until half past four, when the wind came 
out from the northward and westward, after which clear 
and cold. AtS8 P.M. an Aurora Borealis appeared, at 
its first formation a beautiful arch of pale light spanned 
the sky.s0 the north. This arch was about 14° in ele- 
vation at its apex, and the compass bearings at its points 
of intersection with the horizon N.E. by E. and Rw. 
Above and concentric with this arch of pale light, at its 
first appearance, was an arch of ruddier light about 3° 
in width, which was of a tight rose color to the east of 
north, deepeaing in shade towards the west. In this 
state it continued until within a few minutes of 9 P.M., 
when the upper and concentrie arch commenced gradu- 
ally to fade; at 9 P.M. the upper arch had entirely dis- 
appeared, The appearance of the Aurora at this time 
was much changed; there was now an arch of the same 
altitude, and saine eastern and western termination as 
at first, but presenting little variety of color. The up- 
per perimeter of the arch distinctly defined, but not the 
lower ; its outer or upper edge of a pale but bright 
light, which became more and more faint as it ap- 
proached the horizon with its arch, where, indeed, its 
glow was so faint as to be scarcely perceptible’ ‘There 
was no radiating or shooting light, and stars of the third 
magnitude were visible through its most brilliant light, 
From 9 P.M. this arch gradually diminished in brillian- 
cy until midnight, after which the Aurora was only dis- 
tinguished as a faint glow to the north. 

Nov. 30—A perfectly formed and very distinct lunar 
halo, with a vertical semidiameter of 23° 22' 30’ and a 
horizontal semidiameter of 22° 25! 30”, 











COMMUNICATIONS. 


THE OHIO AND HER ACCOMMODATIONS. 
To the editor of the Army and Navy Chronicle: 
Sir: Although the scope of the enclosed remarks 
is in opposition to your opinions, as expressed upon 
some of the points in the correspondence and re- 
marks to which they refer, yet as it has been at- 
tempted to avoid all expressions which can be per- 








sonally offensive to any one, their publication is re- 
quested. The object proposed by them, is to present 
/one of the questions which was really at issue, di- 
vested ofall the circumstances which had been im- 
properly connected with it, and to treat it without 
any further reference to the particular parties con- 
nected with it than was indispensable to its proper 
elucidation, 

That portion of the subject which relates to the 
| orlop deck arrangements, being totally distinct and 
| unconnected with the right to the cabins, has not 
| been noticed, a% the article was already longer than 
might meet your convenierce or the patience of 
your readers. 

The editors of newspapers of general circulation, 
and who cater for the tastes of the public, will pro- 
bably find no inducements to notice a dry disserta- 
tion upon a professional subjeat, and whose objectis 
to allay, and not to promote, popular excitement, 
either among the officers of the navy, or with the 
public generally. DreceMBER 17, 1835. 
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Sir: The editorial remarks of the New York Cou- 
rier, and the commentary upon the correspondence 
between the Navy Department and tie wardroom 
officers of the Ohio, in relation to the distribution of 
the apartments of that ship, and your own editorial 
remarks in the last number of the Army and Navy 
Chronicle, all assume that the presence of the ladies 
of Cominodore Hull’s family was the cause of changes 
not warranted by usage. The letter of Commander 
Stockton, which you also published, places this part 
of the subject upon a proper footing, and shows their 
presence or absence to have no necessary connec- 
tion with the true question, which is, whether the 
commander of the squadron, and the captain of a 
ship, both embarked in a ship having two cabius, are 
each entitled to one of them, if they prefer to mess 
separately, or whether both ought to be compelled 
to occupy one cabin, so that the gun-room officers 
may occupy the other? 

Upon this subject no positive regulation has ever 
been officially promulgated. It has been left to the 
decision of the respective commanders of squadrons. 
It is believed that only three cases have occurred 








as proposed in relation to the cabins, was in itself 
contrary to the general principle by which all new 
questions should be decided. 

A few remarks upon this point may therefore be 
proper, if not necessary. 

It will probably be admitted by all your naval rea- 
ders, that a separate cabin has always been consider- 
ed no more than a proper distinctive privilege to the 
commanders of all vessels, whether those command- 
ers held the rank of captain, or even that of lieuten- 
antonly. Jt will probably be further admitted that 
in a ship of the line having no poop cabin, the cap- 
tain’s proper cabin is on the main deck, and the mess 
room of the wardroom officers upon the lower gun 
deck. Such has certainly been the usaze in all ves- 
sels which have such general arrangements of the 
accommodations, 

This being the case, let it be supposed that all 
these Officers are transferred to another ship of the 
line which has a poop cabin, but in which the com- 
mander of the squadron is also to be embarked. Up- 
on the same general principles which govern the 
previous arrangements for the wardroom olficers and 










where such a state of circumstances existed, and| the captain, what ought to be the extent of the pri- 
in two, these officers certainly occupied separate | vilege to be granted to the commander ot the squad- 
cabins. These were in the North Carolina, on her | ron, whose command and responsibilities exténd not 
first cruise, and in the Delaware. The third was) only over theship, but over all others which may be 
when the North Carolina was preparing for her pre-| attached to the squadron? Ought it, in conformity 
sent cruise. The facts in this last case are differently | with the principles which governed in the other cases, 
stated : some assert that though the commodore and to be inferior, in point of privilege and accom- 
captain were to mess separately, they were to divide | modation, to that of the commander of a single ves- 
one cabin between them; and others, that though | sel ; especially when equal privileges can be granted 
they were to mess together, they. differed as to the| without affecting those which the other officers 
extent of accommodation which was to belong to/| would enjoy if in vessels of the same class with but 
each exclusively. one cabin ? , 

Asan unsettled point which might present future} Would not an arrangement which should compel 
difficulty, the Board which was appointed in 1832, | the commander of a squadron and captain of a ship 
to revise the regulations of the navy, deemed it wor- | to oceupy the same cabin, in such a case, be in direct 
thy of attention, and devoted a chapter to the gene- | opposition to the principle which, in all other cases, 
ral distribution of the apartinents of vessels amongst | measures out distinctive privileges to the different 













































































































































officers of different classes. The first article of this. 
chapter, as published, reads as follows : 

** The commander of a fieet or squadron, in a vessel 
having more than one cabin, may occupy for his own | 
use whichever he may prefer. When in a vessel hav-| 
ing but one cabin, he will select a part of it for his own | 
accommodation, and the remainder will be occupicd by | 
the commander of the vessel.” 

The regulations, of which the foregoing formed | 
one, were very carefully considered by a Board of! 
Captains, and having met with the assent of the Sec- | 
retary of the Navy, and approval of the President | 
of the United States, were submitted to Congress, as, 
by law required, for their approval also. Alter their | 
publication by Congress, many of their provisions’ 
were objected to by officers, and among others was_ 
the article in this same chapter, which specified the 
order in which the wardroom officers should have | 
a preference in the choice of sleeping berths; but no | 
objection was made to the article which related to, 
the cabins. These various objections, with the rea- 
s)ns assigned in support of them, together with rea 
sons in support of the original views of the Board, 
or which induced them to propose or acquiesce in 
different modifications, were examined by the Secre- 
tary of the Navy and the President of the United 
States, who transmitted to Congress their views, as 
to the changes which they deemed advisable in the 
original propositions ; these were also published, but 
Congress took no final action upon these regula- 
tions 

As these regulations have never been officially 
adopted, they are not obligatory upon the officers of 
the navy; but they certainly furnish a tolerably safe 
guide for the Department, when called upon to de- 
cide questions upon which no regulations exist, and 
especially those where the number of similar cases 
has been few. 

It may be objected, however, that the regulation 





ranks and classes of officers and others, according to 
the supposed relative importance of their duties, and 
the responsibilities imposed upon them ? 

These are questions which your naval and mi- 
lilary readers can answer and apply according to 
their views of the necessity or advantage of dis- 
tinctive privileges between officers of different ranks 
and responsibilities, and between the officers and 
the men who are placed under their command. 
Although anonymous writers in newspapers some- 
times complain of aristocratical regulations and 
usages in the navy, it is uot believed that among those 
belonging to the navy, there are, or ever will be, 
many who willadvocate the introductien ofan equalt- 
ty of privileges for all the inmates of a ship of 
war. A necessity for some distinctions of this 
kind will be generally admitted as essential not 
less to discipline and efficiency than to the general 
benefit and comfort ofall. It is only in relation to 
the extent of these distinctions, upon which differ- 
ences of opinion will prevail, and in determining 
these, the safe guide will be a reference to general 
principles, that can be equally applied to all cases. 

Whether these principles have been fairly applied 
to the case of the Ohio’s cabins in this communica: 
tion, is submitted to the dispassionate consideration 
of your readers. PREBLE, 


MONUMENT AT DADE’S BATTLE GROUND. 

At a meeting of officers of the army, stationed at 
Fort Brooke, Florida, on the 3d of May, 1836, for 
the purpose of taking some measures to commemo- 
rate the “ Battle of the 28th December” last, Major 
Wilson, of the 4th Infantry, was called to the chair, 
and Lieutenant Casey, of the 2d Artillery, appointed 
secretary. 

A committee of three was appointed to suggest a 
mode of procedure ; they recommended that— 

A committee of five should be appointed by the 
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Chairman—three of the Artillery, ana two of the In- 
fantry —to draught a report and resolutions, to be sab- 
mitted to an adjourned meeting. 

Lieutenants Mackenzie, Casey, and Duncan, 2nd 
Artillery, and Lieutenants Newcomb ard Prince, 4th 
Infantry, were appointed by the Chairman. 

The committee were instracted to report fully on 
the designs of this meeting; and to prepare resolu- 
tions to carry into effect all its objects. 

At an adjourned meeting, the committee submitted 
the following report and resolutions: 

The battle of the 28th December last, in which all 
of 110, save 3, were killed, is almost unprecedented 
in the annals of warfare ; characteristic equally by 
the appalling situation of its victims and their deter- 


mined courage. [very circumstance connected with | 


this melancholy event has excited the deepest sympa- 
thy. A little band of soldiers, in the heart of the en- 
emy’s country, assailed by overwhelming numbers, 
foight, maintaining their ground, till all were cut 
down. Nearly two months lad elapsed ere the fatal 
spot was visited, when their bodies were discovered 
strewed over the ground as they had fallen. They 
were sacrificed! They have consecrated the altar of 


discipline, of duty, of patriotism, with their blood; and | 


their fellow soldiers, in gratitude to the memories of 
men who have done such honor to their corps and 
profession, wish to transmit the deeds of the heroes 
of the 28th, not more impressively, but more last- 
ingly, than in their own hearts. For this purpose 
they resolve, 

That a monument be erccted on the Battle ground by 
the officers aud men of the corps to which the dead be- 
lonved. 

To execute this intention, the committee submit 
the following resolutions: 


1. That an execenutive corresponding committce of three, | 


to consist of one officer from each of the regiments in- 
terested (2d and 3d Artillery and 4th Infantry) be-ap- 
poitted with plenary powers. 

2. That the committee be authorized to collect sub- 
scriptions'from the three regiments named, not to ex- 
ceed $— from Commissioned Officers, $— from Non- 
Commissioned Officers, and 50 cents from Privates. 

3. That the committee be authorized to select the de- 
sign from those which may be presented to it. 

4, That the cannon used in the action be introduced 
in the monameat (with the consent ofthe Ordnance De- 
partment. ) 

5. That the monument be erected as early as possible 
after the expulsion of the Indians from the Territory. 

6. That the committee be empowered to fill vacan- 
cies in their body, preserving a representation from 
each regiment. 

7. That the committee open a correspondence with 
the officers of the regiments interested, immediately, 
requesting their co-operation. 

8. That the committee publish, from time to time, a 
report of their progress in the Army and Navy Chro- 


nicle. 
HY. WILSON, Chairman. 
Jxo. C. Casey, Secretary. 

Lieutenant Newcomb, 4th Infantry, and Lieut. 
Casey, 2d Artillery, were elected members of the 
committee of three, and Lieut. Casey, was appointed 
Treasurer. 


To the Oficers of the 21.and 3d Regiments of Artillery, 
and 4th Regiment of Infantry. 


Gentiewen: In May, 1336, a number of the of-| 


ficers of your regiments assembled at Tampa Bay, 
Florida, resolved to commemorate the battle of the 
23th December, 1835, by erecting a monument on 
the ground. 

Since then the continnation of the war, and the 
scattered situation of the regiments, have suspended 
the ineasnres necessary to carry their resolution into 
effect. [t is now time to report to you what has 
been done by the coinmittee. 

Several artists have been invited to furnish designs 
for: the monument; and, when received, all plans 


will be submitted to the officers generally, as well as 
to the committee. 

A subscription fist has also been commenced, and 
you are invited to forward your subscriptions to the 
treasurer as early as practicable, that the plan of the 
imnonument may be definitely settled, and the work 
completed before the army shall ultimately abandon 
the lerritory. A great expense will be saved if the 
work can be erected immediately after the removal 
of the Indians and before the departure of the army. 

The officers of the 3d Artillery ant 4th Infantry 
are requested to appoint committee-men from their 
regiments at once, and the three regiments are invited 
to give instructions on the following points: 

1. Whether the subscriptions shall be confined to 
the officers? 

2. Whether the monument shall be erected on the 
battle ground, or elswhere ? 

Most respectfully, 
Your very obedient servant, 
JNO. C. CASEY! 





Member of Com. from 2d Artillery. 
(‘Tampa Bay, Fiorina, Nov. 20, 1838. 


| N. B. Subscriptions can be forwarded to the trea- 
‘surer, through paymasters, who will doubtless send 
him receipts for the amount paid to them. Address: 
Captain J. C. Casry, 
Treas. Dade Mon. Fund, 
Tampa Bay, Florida. 








- DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 








From the New York American. 

GepNey’s CHANNEL.—THE Onto.—We took 
occasion to notice the departure of the French fri- 
gate Didon by the Gedney Channel. The Admi- 
ral expressed his satisfaction at the manner in which 
the ship was taken out by the pilot, Mr. Norris, 
who, on Thursday, took out the Ohio, 74. The fol- 
\lowing letter from Captain Smith corroborates the 
‘idea we had formed of the great value of the disco- 
very. Mr. Norris states that although the tide had 
been ebbing for half an hour, she went over the 
'shoalest part—which is not more than the length of 
the ship—in 28 1-2 feet water, and that she might 
have had 30 feet. She conld not have been taken 
out at that time through any other channel. 


U. S. snip Onno, off Sandy Hook, 
December 6, 1838. 

Sir: I have the pleasure to inform you that we 
got this ship under way from the lower harbor this 
morning at 11, and passed the * Gedney Channel,” 
under sail over the bar, in 28 1-2 feet water, the 
shoalest part. 

I beg leave to say, that Mr. Norris, the Pilot, is 
entitled to great praise for his skill and coolness, as 
well as for his correct and gentlemanly deport- 
ment. 

Iam, most respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOS SMITH, 
Captain U. 8. ship Ohio. 
Com. Cuartes G. Ripeecy, 
Commandant, §c., Navy Yard, Vew York, 


The Ohio, under the skilful direction of Messrs. 
Norris and Burger, pilots, passed ealely through Ged- 
iney's:Channel, without touching the vround, under 
| courses and topsails, wind N N.W. The least water 
| was 28 1-2 feet, the tide having fallen one foot—the 
iship drawing 26 feet one inch, believe to be the 
‘heaviest draft ever carried in or out of New York 
 harbor—inasmuch as the Ohio was not tipped by the 
head, as was the Delaware 74, to lessen her draft 
when passing out at full tide by the old channel in 
1833. 

This being within-one day of neap tides, or least 
| water, tends conclusively to prove, that since the 
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discovery of Gedney’s Channel it is no longer neces- 
sary for ships of the line to time their approach to 
New York harbor so as to meet the spring tides, or 
to await them after being ready for sea and wishing 
to sail.—Vew York Evening Star. 





Extract of a letter to the Secretary of the Navy, from 
the Commandant of the Navy Yard at New York, 
dated Dec 7, 1838. 





* [ have the honor to inform you that I have re- 
ceived this morning a letter from Captain Joseph 
Smith, of the Ohio, reporting that ship as having put 


| 





Correspondence of the Rultimore Chronicle. 
FRONTIER SKETCHES, No 6, 
Sacker’s Harbor, N. Y., Nov. 30, 1838.—As 
every thing relating 10 operations in this quarter must 
be of interest to the nation generally, | thought it not 
linproper to drop you a line or two concerning them. 
Yoa have heard ere this, of the entire failure of the 
‘affair’ at.“ the Mill,” in whieh undisciplined gal- 
lantry, and misapplied intrepidity, vainly wrestled 
with scientifically arranged masses, and the presence 
of disapproving countrymen ! It is over—tle politi- 
cal steadfastness of the provinces is secured to the 


to sea yesterday at 11 o’clock, having passed through young queen for another half century —* unsuccess- 
‘ Gedney’s channel’ under sail, and carrying over the | ful rebellion draws tighter the chains, &c.” 


bar twenty-eight and a half feet.” 





U. S. Sure Ono, off New York, 
December 6, 1838. 


| 


To what is the sudden termination of disturbances 
on this frontier fairly attributable? I will tell yon: 
to the 8ib regiment of United States Infantry. To 
whose tnobtrusive, but potent interference, and di- 


Sir: I have the pleasure to inform you that) plomatie and military address, does the conutry owe 


the Ohio is safe outside of Sandy Hook. 


We came | its exemption from a protracted, sanyuinary, and ex- 


over the bar without touching, passing trough Ged-| pensive war with England? to Wittiam J, Worrn, 
ney’s channel; the ship drawing twenty-six feet ‘its Colonel, 


water, which isa greater depth, the pilot informs ine, 
than could be found in the old channel. 


| 


| 


** Palnam quimeruit ferat,” The history of everte 
on this border during the last few montis, will furnish 


The tides have been falling cff for three or four| Congreas the best co:nmentary on the wisdoin of that 
days, and there was less water on the bar by two feet | legislation which prompted the creation of an addi- 


than during the spring tides. There cannot be a 
question of the very great advantages of this channel 
over the old one; there is more water, the course 
out is nearly straight, and the marks for entering it 
are good. The shoal part of the bar is not more 
than twice the length of this ship. 

Mr. Norris, the pilot, bronght the ship ont, and too 
much praise cannot be yielded ¢o him for his cool- 
ness, correct conduct, and for his attention since he 
has been on board, 

With very great respect, I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 

ISAAC HULL. 
Hon. Jas. K. Pautptne, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 





FLORIDA WAR. 

We are indebted to Capt. Pierson, of the steamboat 
Isis, arrived yesterday from Black creek, for the fol- 
lowing : 

On Tuesday evening, the 30th ult., a party of In- 
dians, five or six in number, approached a house 
within five miles of Fort Heileman, and after unsuc- 
cessfully endeavoring to entice the inmates out, fired 


the stable, in which was a horse, both. of which was! 


consumed, Col. Twiggs, on receiving the informa. 
tion, immediately despatched Lieut, As! [er]ton, with 
35 dragoons, and Lieut. Mock, with a detachment 
of the 3d artillery,in pursuit. Lieut. A., alter pro- 
ceeding a short dis'ance, struck the trail, and dis- 
covered that the Indians had received an accession 
to their number of about 25, and by last accounts he 
was still in porsuit, with the expectation of coming 
up with them. 

On the 3d, four companies of the 3d artillery. un- 
der the command of Major McClintock, took up the 
line of march for Tampa Bay. rour companies are 
to proceed in a few days to Pilatka, on the St. 
Johns, under command of Major Churchill, and 
company K to take post at Fort Heileinan.— Savan- 
nah Georgian. 





THE LAsT OF THE CHEROKFES.—The Nashville 
Banner states that the last detachment of the Chiero- 
kee Indians passed through that place on the 2d inst. 
They were in number about eighteen hundred. It is 
apprehended that they will suifer intensely from the 


cold, ere they reach their new homes, particulerly if 


they prosecute their journey by land during the win- 
ter. It has been suggested that they will probably 
pitch their tents in the neighborhood of tue Ohio 
river and wait for spring. 





tional battalion of infaniry. 
The regiment, as an officer.informs me, is arranged 
in the following manner for the present: 
Compy. A. Capt. T. P. Gwyun, at Oswego, 
Lieut. McKavett. 
Lieut, Augustus Sheppard, 
. Capt. Phillips, of Watertown, N. Y. 
- Capt. Denny, on recruiting service. 
Lieut. L. O’Brien, eo:nmanding the compa- 
ny, Madison Barracks. 
. Capt. and Brevet Major Staniford, at Og- 
densbure, 
. Capt. Worth, (onduty in Florida.) 
Lt. Browne.com Com.,Madison Barracks. 
apt. Geo. Wright, Madison Barracks. 
Lt. John A. Ryall. 
. Capt. Sereven, (not reported for duty yet.) 
Lt. Gates, com. Com. Madison Barracks. 
. Capt. Birdsall, Madison Barracks. 
Capt. Bonnell, Lt Selden. 
. Capt. Montgomery, French Mills, 
Lt. Reeve. Lt. Johnson. 

Lieuts. Ogden, Smith, Harvey, Sprague, Kello, Hay- 
ward, Lincoln, are on detached service, or have not re- 
ported for duty yet. 

A soldier’s life, it strikes me, has but few fascina- 
tions, it is an arduous and badly remunerated, but in- 
dispensable and glorious career; and those who pro- 
fess it, and discharge its duties efficiently, deserve 
well of their country, “The spirit-stirring drum 
and ear-piercing fife’ have few charms for my tem- 
perament—and if the operations of the 8th infantry 
duriug the last few weeks constitute a specimen of 
northern campaigning, | must be permitted to ex- 
claim with the humble post— 


“If that’s the way to rank, I say 
Excuse me the promotion.” 


P. 8S. I should have mentioned that Adjutant Bom. 
ford, of the Sth, with a party of U.S. troops, in full 
uniform, proceeded to Kingston a few days since 
The purport of his mission was not known accurate 
ly, but there can be no doubt of its referring to the 
exercise of clemency, &c. to the unfortunate fellows 
taken near Prescott. 


— Ce 





IMPORTANT FROM MEXICO, 
From the N. O. Commercial Bulletin, Dec. 8. 
Vera Cruz TAKEN.—By the French steam ship 
Meteor, arrived last night in sixty hours from Vera 
Cruz, intelligence is received that the Castle of St. Ju- 
ande U.oa was taken by the French fleet aftr a boin- 











bardment of three hours, with a loss of only four men 
by the blockading squadron, while from four to five 
hundred Mexicans were killed. Jn the same ship 
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came a messenger who has burried on to Washing- 
ton, being the bearer of important despatches. From 
the Courier we take the following particulars of the 
boinbardinent. 

Ou the 27th of November, the French Admiral 
BAUDIN, sent word to the Mexican General Rin- 
con, that he was about to attack the Castle of San! 
Juan de Uloa. About-2 o’clock the same day, three 
French frigates, a sloop of war, and two bomb ketch- 
es, moored between the reef, within gunshot of the 
castle; and so well directed were their bombs and 
heavy artillery, that in less than four hours they had | 
silenced the fre of 160 pieces of Mexican artillery, 
demolished all the outworks, including the famous 
redoubt called El Caballero, and killed and wounded 
600 men of the Mexican garrison. 

About 6 o’clock in the forenoon of the 27th, 
the Mexican commander in the Castle hung out 
asignal for the cessation of hostilities, and begged 
to be alloxed time to withdraw his wounded from | 
the ruins of the fortitications. Admiral Baudin re- | 
plied that he could consent to no truce, but would | 
allow the Mexicans to retire from the fort if they) 
capitulated. To this the Mexican General agreed, | 
and withdrew his troops from the Castle, which was | 
immediately occupied by the French soldiers and | 
mariners. 

The Mexican army near Vera Cruz was 5,000) 
strong, but their officers did not consider themselves | 
able to hold the town, commanded as it was by the | 
guns of the Castle, until the French Admiral con- | 
sented that one thousand of the Mexican troops, 
should reinain in the city, to preserve order. 

It was believed that negociations had been com- | 
menced between the Mexican Government and the) 
Freach Admiral tor the re-establishment of peace, | 
but some time may elapse before the resullis known. | 

The French Admiral, it was thought, would no) 
longer hinder the vessels of all nations from trading | 
to Vera Cruz. | 

We have here given all the particulars which have | 
reached us, Of the ulterior designs of either the. 
French or Mexicans, we are ignorant. 

Ata late hour last night we were put in possession 
of the following highly interesting particulars of the 
attack and capture of the Castle of San Juan de. 
Uloa, for which we are indebted to the polite atten- | 
tion of an officer of the U. S. revenue cutter Wood- | 
bury : 

U.S. Revenve CuTrrer Wooppury, 
December 7, 1838. | 

Having been an eye-witness to the engagement. 
between the Castle of San Juan de Uloa and the} 
French blockading squadron under the command of | 
Rear Admiral C. Baupin, at Vera Cruz, I have! 
penned the following account of the same, and which 
Ihave directed to yon for whatever purpose you 
may think proper to make use of: The 27th day of 
November was fixed upon for the final issue of the 
message to the Mexican Government from the French 
Admiral. According to reports, in the morning a 
courier had arrived bringing their answer, which 
was, ** War to the blade, and froin the blade to the 
hilt.” During the morning the French sqaadron 
proceeded, with three double-banked frigates, four 
sloops of war, as many brigs and bomb vessels, and 
took their position abreast of the Castle without any 
interruption, at about one mile distant, the weather 
being very fine, and perfectly calm. 

Athalf past 2, P. M.. the bombardment from the 
French fleet commenced; at that iastant the Mexi- 
can colors were h»isted oa the Castle, and the fire 
promptly returned. 

The fire was continned by both sides without ces- 
sation till between the hours of 4 and 5, P. M., when 
the bombs from the French fleet having takea eifect, 
two severe explosions took place in the Castle, waich 
for some time completely enveloped it in smoke, 





tory, which was situated on the highest battery, from 
which the warmest fire was kept up, was entirely de- 
molished. The other explosion took place in the 
low battery, burying in their ruins upwards of 200 
inen, and dismounting uwards of 170 pieces of artil- 
lery, according to the accounts | received from town. 
The tiring from both sides continued until 8 o’clock, 
at which time that from the Castle ceased. 

The next morning, by a despatch from town, we 
were intormed that the lossin the Castle was 400 men 
killed and wounded, among whom were 35 officers. 
The second in command of the Castle, Col. Cena, 
of the battalion Aldama, being among the number 
killed. 

From the French squadron no authentic informa- 
tion has been received of their loss; yet you may 


‘form an opinion, when I assure you that the frigate 


Iphigenie alone received upwards of 100 round shot 


‘according to the report of an officer of the United 


States sloop of war Erie, who visited the French 
Admiral on the morning after the action. During 
the night, a flag was sept from the Castle to the 
French Admiral, demanding a cessation of hostili- 
ties, for the purpose of extracting the bodies of thuse 
killed and wounded from the ruins caused by the ex 
plosion. 

The same morning, between the hours of 10 and 
12, a number of boats left the squadron, and proceed- 


led to the castle. The French having possession of 


the Castle, the town must either capitulate or be de- 
stroyed ; nevertheless, it is well fortified in all its 
passages, every street being barricaded. The troops 


| are numerous, and appear to be in good spirits. 


An officer of a French vessel of war informed us 
that the Castle had capitulated, and that at 12 o’clock 
the French flag would be hoisted, which was accord- 
ingly done at 2 o’clock under a general salute from 
the whole squadron, consisting of 27 vessels of all 
classes, including 2 steam ships. 

The capitulation says that the French are to re- 
inain in possession uf the Castle, the Mexican autho- 
rities retaining full possession of the city, exercising 
all their functions as before, 1000 troops only to. re- 
inain, the balance to go into the interior. 

I was given to understand that the French Adiniral 
had issued circulars to all the Consuls, opening the 
port to all flags. 

The interior of the Castle, and almost all the lower 
batteries, are destroyed by the explosions, and the 
effect of the bombs. The bursting of a single bomb 
82 Ibs. destroyed the observatory as before mention- 
ed, burying a number of troops In its ruins. 

The Prince de Joinville, in command of the sloop 
of war ‘* Creole,” behaved in a most gallant manner, 
which came under my immediate observation, as I 


| was within pistol shot of the French fleet when the 


bombardment commenced. 

Thus has this celebrated Castle, heretofore deemed 
impregnable, yielded to a petty force after 54 hours’ 
bombardment: The pumber of shots fired from the 
French squadron is said to be upwards of 5,000, and 
from the Castle about 1,700, 
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GENERAL Heap QuarTers OF THE ARMY, 
ORDERS, ADJUTANT GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
No. 52. Washington, Dec. 18, 1838. 


The law of the last session of Congress having pro- 
vided a suitable staff for the Divisions of the Army, the 
Inspectors General will return to the General Head 
Quarters of the army, and, as heretofore, receive their 
orders and instructions from that source. 

By ornver or Mason Gex. Macoms: 
R. JONES, Ad’jt. Gen. 
SPECIAL ORDERS. 

No 89, Dec. 13—2d Lieut. T. Thompson, 2d Infy., 

transferred to 2d Dragoons, and ordered to report to 





Upon clearing away, we perceived that the observa- 





Col. Twiggs. 
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Leave of absence for three monhts to Lt. J H. Winder, 
Adj’t. Ist Arty. 

No. 90, Dee. 15—Lieut. Sprague, 8th Infy., relieved 
frum Indiap duty, and ordered to joiu his company. 

RESIGNATION. 

Lieut. A. P. Gregory, 4:h Artillery, 31 Dee, 

All the disposable recruits in depot are ordered to the 
northern frontier, to join the 2d regiment of Artillery at 
Detroit and Buffalo, 


CORPS OF ENGINEERS. 
EsxGineer DepARTMENT, 
Washington, Dec. 17, 1535. 

Str: Col. Jos. G. Totten, of the Corps of Engineers, | 
having, by order of the Secretary of War, entered upon | 
the duties of Chief Engineer, all communications for | 
the Department will hereafter be addressed immediate- | 
to him. Very respectfully, sir, 

By order, 
FRED. A. SMITH, Captain, 
and Ass’t. to Chief Engr. 
Enoingeer DepartTMENT, 
Washington, Dec. 13, 1838. 
Encineer Orner, No 6. 

I, Capt. J. K. F. Mansfield, of the Corps of Engi- 
neers, will resume the direction of the improvement of 
the Savannah river. 

Il. Lieut. H. W. Benham Corps of Engineers, on being 
relieved by Capt. Mansfield, as above, will repair forth- 
with to St. Augustine, Florida, and take eharge of the 
** Repairs of Fort Marion, and the Sea Wall at St. Au- 
gustine.”’ JOS. G. TOTTEN, Ll. Cot. 

. Bot. Col. Engrs. and Chief Engineer. 


Eneineer DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, Dec. 19, 1835. 
ENGIngeer Orper, No. 7. 

First Lieut. M. C. Meigs, Corps of Engineers, will 
repair to Washington as soon as practicable, and report 
for duty as assistant to the Board of Engineers. 

JOS: G. TOTTEN, Lt. Col. 
Bvt. Col. and Chief Engineer. 


NAVY. 


ORDERS. 
Dec. 13—P. Mid. H. N. Harrison, W.I. squadron, at 
the expiration of his leave of absence. 
Mid. W. M. Wallace, det’d from Rec’g. ship, Balto. 
Mid, W.A. Wayne, Naval School, New York. 
14 -Mid. E.C. Anderson, do. do. 
Mid. A.S. Whittier, do. Boston. 
Mid. C. 1, Love, W. I. squadron. 
15—Lt. J. S. Chauncey, ass’t. Inspector of Ordnance 
and Ammunition. 
17—P. Mid. M.S. Pitcher, frigate Macedonian. 
P. Mid. T. B, Barrett, Ree’g. vessel, Boston. 




















Officers ordered to assist Lieut, Glynn in survey of 


southern harbors: Lieut. M. F. Maury: Passed Assistant 
Sur. M, G. Delancy.: Passed Mid. J. Anderson, T. M. 
Brasher, H. C. Flagz, J. Humphreys, W. Roncken- 
dorff, L. Stoddard, W.T. Smith; Mid. J. F. Marrast. 


——SS 
MARRIAGES. 


At Brooklyn, N. Y., on the 10th ult. Rev. GEORGE 

JONES, U.S. Navy, to MARY A., daughter of Goto 
S. Sittiman, Esq. 
“In Sumter District, S.C., on the 27th Nov. Major 
ABRAHAM VAN BUREN, late of the U.S. army, to 
Miss SARAH ANGELICA, youagest daughter of Ricu- 
ARD SINGLETON. 














captured until her gallant Admiral came to the rescue. 
His conduct on the oceasion elicited the warmest ap- 
plause of the generous Byron, who did not dismiss him 
without substantial tokens of his esteem. In the first 
outbreak of hostilities between Great Britain and this 
country, the deceased was onc of that patriotic band of 
Baltimore seamen who proffered to President Madison, 
their unqualified services in any naval undertaking. To 
the deceased, it is believed, belongs the honor of having 
first unfurled the stars and stripes beneath the walls of 
Constantinople. In his private relations he was ‘ed in- 
to many embarrassments by that generous and confiding 
disposition, which so peeuliarly belongs to a sailor ; and 
his country paid him but a deserved tribute in providing 
for him in his adverse days, by a command in the Reve- 
nue Service. J. 





NOTICE. 

ROPOSALS will be received at the office of the 
Commissary General of Purchases at Philadel- 
phia, to furnish materials for making ARMY CLOTH- 
ING, for the year 1839, and for sundry articles ready- 
made, as hereafter enumerated, viz: 
Blne Cloth 6-4 wide, dyed in indigo and in the wool: 
Sky-blue Kerscy, 6-4 wide. 

Unbleached Cotton shirting, 7-8 wide. 

Flannel of Cotton and Wool, 7-8 wide. 

Canton Flannel, 3-4 wide. 

Unbleached Cotton Drilling, 3-4 wide. 

do do do 7-8 wide. 
Bleached do do 3-4 wide. 
Uniform Caps for Dragoons. 


do do Artillery and Infantry. 
Pompons, White. 
do Scarlet. 


Hair Plumes. . 

Bands and Tassels. 

Aiguilettes, (white and yellow.) 

Worsted Sashes, (crimson and yellow.) 

Shoulder Straps for Artillery. 

do do Infantry. 

Brass do do Draguons. 

Epaulettes, Non. Com'd Staff, Infantry and Artillery 

Forage Caps for Infantry and Artillery. 

do do Dragoons. 

Laced Bootees—pairs. 

Leather Stocks. 

Woollen Half Stockings. 

Plates and Tulips for Dragoon Caps. 

Infantry Cap Bugles, Plates and Tulips. 

Artillery Cap Plates and > Cannon. 

Felling Axes. 

Hatchets. Drums. 

Wall and Common Tents. 

Strapping Kuapsacks. 

Worsted Binding and Cord, of ali kinds, and Prussian 
Lace. 

(The quantity and number of these articles will be 
determined hereafter. ) 

Casks and Cooperage for une year, from Ist April,1839. 

The whole are to be domestic manufactured materials. 

Patterns of all the required Cotton. and Woollen 
Cloths and articles, are deposited in the Commissary 
General’s Office, in this city, for examination. Samples 
of any of the Woollen and Cotton Cloths, will be sent 
to any manufacturer, on application to this office, (by 
mail) and such information in relation to the goods as 
may be desired. 

The Bootees are to be of eight sizes, and the Caps of 
five sizes. The sizes and proportions of sizes will be 
stated in the contracts. On the samples aud patterns 
exhibited, the contracts will be founded and inspeetions 








——— oe 





- DEATHS. — 


imade; and noarticle wall be reeeived that is inferior in 
the material or workmanship, or that docs not corres- 





On Saturday the Ist inst., at Wilmingion, Delaware, 
Captain JOSEPH GOLD, commander of the Reve- 
nue Cutter Gallatin, aged 57. The deeeased was ana- 
tive of Maryland, and for the greatest part of bis life con- 


nected with the merchant service of Baltimore. A more 
successful mariner or gallant tar never unfurled -his 
Throughout the last war he was engag- 
ed in navigating the most perilous paths of the ocean, 
andexeept in one single instauce, with signal suceess 
In. that one instance, 
with the characteristic spirit of an American sailor, 


country’s flag. 


for himself and his employer. 


pond in every respect with the pattera ov which a con- 
tract is founded. The supplies are to be delivered at 
the United States Arsenal, near Philadelphia, for inspec- 
tion, in equal monthly portions, and the contracts are to 
be fulfilled on or before the Ist day of July, 1839. 

The proposals mast be in writing, sealed and endorsed 
-Proposals,’’ and must reach the offiee of the Commis- 
sary General of Purchases on or before the Tth January, 
1339. Seeurity will be required for the fulfilment of 
contracts. C. IRVINE, 

Commissary General of Purchases. 





he beat off the barge of a British frigate, and was not 


Commissarv GeNneral’s Orrice, 
Philadelphia, December 7th, 1838. : Dee. 13—4t 











